Clonard Monastery Youth Centre

Internet Policy Statement

The internet is recognised as a valuable educational resource which if used appropriately can contribute to the personal and social development of young people. Its usage will continue to develop as global communications become part of our daily and social economic life.    
Clonard Monastery Youth Centre believes that young people should have the opportunity to access these resources to support their learning. However, the internet also contains materials of a potentially offensive nature, and if not managed effectively can cause harm to young people. We will take all reasonable measures to ensure that this resource is used to its fullest potential and prevent any inappropriate access.

The youth centre will therefore only connect to the internet through a service provider that employs measures that make access to offensive material difficult.  

Appropriate disciplinary action will be taken against staff and members who attempt to or succeed in accessing offensive material using youth centre computers.  
Parental permission will be sought for each young person before they access the Internet or electronic mail. A tear-off reply slip is to be filed with each member’s record and the youth centre will keep a record of young people who are entitled to use the internet.

The youth centre reserves the right to monitor young people and staff’s folders and work stored on the youth centre computers. 
Members are not allowed to access the internet or email unsupervised. Young people will be closely monitored while using the internet.

Rules concerning the use of the internet and email will be displayed in a prominent position. Youth workers will explain and regularly remind young people of the rules.
Internet Usage

Members must adhere to the following rules

regarding the use of the internet.

· Members may only access the internet if they have obtained prior permission from staff.
· The computer room, ICT suite or internet may only be used under the supervision of a member of staff. Under no circumstances are members permitted to access the internet without supervision.
· Other people’s files are private and must not be accessed.
· You are not permitted to bring in floppy disks or CD ROMS to the computer room or ICT suite.

· Emails may only be sent with the approval of a member of staff. 
· Material which is in anyway offensive must not be accessed or sent through the internet in any form whatsoever.
· For your own safety do not give out personal information such as your address, telephone number or anyone else’s address or telephone number
· Chat rooms are prohibited. There are no exceptions to this rule.
